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behind the capture was not better care of sanitation, but acquisi-
tion of greater political power. There was nothing wrong in this
ambition. The Government itself has used these institutions of its
creation more for the consolidation of its power and enhance-
ment of its prestige than for better sanitation. I have known
London county council elections fought on political issues. And
when political fever has run high, a municipal election has been
used as an index for gauging the political barometer. And if it
has been considered necessary to use municipalities in England
for political purposes, much more is it so in a country where a
whole nation lies under the political domination of another. Once
grant the advisability of Utilizing the machinery created by the
Government, the capture of municipal institutions for gaining
political power is an inevitable step. Deshbandhu captured the
Corporation of Calcutta to that end and he used it most effective-
ly for the consolidation of the power of the Congress or, which
is almost the same thing in Bengal, the Swaraj Party. Did he
thereby neglect the interest of the corporation ? I venture to say
emphatically no. On the contrary, his municipal ambition was
as high as the political.

Who was then to be the Mayor in his place? It was a gift
within the power of the party of his creation. It must be bestowed
upon him who could best carry out the tradition bequeathed by
the great chief and who could gain additional prestige for the
Party, it being understood that he was also, in the Party, the best
person considered from the purely Municipal standpoint. In my opi-
nion, Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta was the fittest person answering these
requirements. And if he was good enough to lead the Swaraj
Party, he deserved* all the adventitious support that could be
given to him in order to enable him to wear Deshbandhu's
mantle with grace and dignity.

But could Tier do justice to the triple burden? He was al-
ready elected President of the Provincial Congress Committee.
Could he lead the Swaraj Party, and, at the same time, carry out
the constructive 'programme of the Congress and discharge the
heavy responsibility of the Mayoralty of Calcutta? What was the
use of the triple honour if the burden was to break him? My
answer was that Mr. Sen Gupta alone was the best judge of his own
capacity. The power should be given him if he needed and want-
ed it. It should not be thrust upon him. It was, undoubtedly,
a dangerous experiment if Mr. Sen Gupta was a schemer, putting
his own interest before the country's. In that case, it was dange-
rous even to make him leader of the Swaraj Party. If he was